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During the firct week in February 19h9; Israeli authorities sent to Damascus 
& committee composed of Eliahu Lisraht, Shalom Levi, and’ Jain Yehudas 

They stayed in Beirut five days as guests of Binso aes o Principal of tho 
Alliance Sehool, 


In Damaseus the committee morbers contacted Palestinian Arab refupeos through 
Sheikh Rashid Rida Attar, head of the Livhammadiyyah Society." They tried 
to persuade the refugees to rehun to Palestine, promising that the property 

of gach refugee would be retumed to hin and that he would be compensated for 
losses if he acknowledged the authority of Israel, 


3e Source states that a large nurber of refugees in Danascus have beon persuaded 
- t do so, and are impatiently aveiting their return to aes and that 
the comlttes is now working in Lebanone 


h. dack Franco,“ a Zionist who has been conducting ree activities and 
spreading proparanda in Iraq, fled to Lebanon several months ago to avoid 
exposure and is there at present, Source states that he had used the nane 
Ya'qub Binhas in Iraqe 


5e Franco pretends to be blind, and is led about the strects by a small ‘Soy. 
Although he appears to be a miserable, poor old man, source states that he 
is actually very intelligent and clever, with perfectly good eyesight, and 
that he is a first-class politician and conversationalist, 


6. Source states that Franco's aim is the aroation of a Christian state in 
Lebanon, allied to Israel by a treaty of friendship and noneagpression, and 
that he has large funds at his disposal and would not hesitate to buy off 
any leader whom he thought he could use, "International quarters 
support hin and synpathize with hin," ascording to SOUFCB. 


To Another source states that Franco is an Israeli. agent who has recently returned 
to Lebanon, and that he is protending to be blind. He also asserts that 
Franco is not the same person as Yatqub Binhas, Source believes that Franco 
is now under the surveillance of the Lebanese Sureté. 
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Comente Binso was reported in 1946 to be a Lebanese Jew, 
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It is possible that the Israelis are anxious’to 
e Arabs from the Nazareth area to return there, 
pledged to loyalty to Israel, in order to bolster the Isracli 
91430 to, this disputed areas 


Subject may be identical with Joan Franco, 
ources to be a representative of french Zionists 
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